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31st May Holy Communion 
Pentecost Sunday 

Communion setting   St Katherine 
 
Organ Prelude - Hymn 308 one verse 
Introit Hymn 308 - verse 1 “Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire” and “after verse 4” sung by choir 
 
Blessed be God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  
Blessed be God's kingdom, now and for ever.  
 
Christ is risen. [Alleluia.]  
He is risen indeed. [Alleluia.]  
 
‘Let anyone who is thirsty come to me,’ says the Lord; ‘and let the one who believes in me drink. 
For out of your heart shall flow rivers of living water.’ John 7.38 
 
[Let us pray.]  
Almighty God,  
to whom all hearts are open,  
all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hidden:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you,  
and worthily magnify your holy name,  
through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.' Jesus said: 'This is 
the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: you shall love your neighbour as 
yourself.' 
  
The Spirit of truth comes to convict of sin, of righteousness, and of judgement. 
 
Let us then open our hearts and confess our sins in penitence and faith. 
 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. Strengthen us to love and obey you 
in newness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith:  
pardon you and set you free from all your sins,  
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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(Sung) 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord,  
you alone are the Most High  
Jesus Christ,  
with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  
 
Almighty God, 
at the feast of Pentecost you sent your Holy Spirit to the disciples, 
filling them with joy and boldness to preach the gospel: 
empower us with that same Spirit 
to witness to your redeeming love 
and draw all people to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
1st Reading: Acts 2.1-21 
 
1 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  
2 And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 
entire house where they were sitting.  
3 Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  
4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit 
gave them ability.  
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  
6 And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them 
speaking in the native language of each.  
7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?  
8 And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia,  
10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from 
Rome, both Jews and proselytes,  
11 Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.’  
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12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’  
13 But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’  
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all 
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  
15 Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  
16 No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:  
17 “In the last days it will be, God declares, 
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
     and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
     and your old men shall dream dreams.  
18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 
     in those days I will pour out my Spirit; 
     and they shall prophesy.  
19 And I will show portents in the heaven above 
     and signs on the earth below, 
     blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  
20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
     and the moon to blood, 
     before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  
21 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  
 
Hear the word of the Lord, 
Thanks be to God.  

Psalm 104, 26-26 (sung by choir) 
 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12.1-13 
 
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You 
know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 
3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says ‘Let Jesus 
be cursed!’ and no one can say ‘Jesus is Lord’ except by the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of 
gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are 
varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is 
given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the 
utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the 
working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by 
one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 12 For just as 
the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one 
body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.  
 
Hear the word of the Lord, 
thanks be to God.  
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Gradual hymn – 320 Breathe on me, breath of God (tune Trentham) 

The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John chapter 20, beginning at verse 19 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where 
the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 
the sins of any, they are retained.’  
 
This is the Gospel of the Lord,  
praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.  

(sung)  
Alleluias 
 
Sermon 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  
true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
of one being with the Father;  
through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven,  
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again in glory to judge  
the living and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  
who has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Let us pray for the world and for the Church.  
 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, you have taught us to pray and to give thanks for all people: 
Receive our prayers for the universal Church, that it may know the power of your Spirit, and that 
all your children may agree in the truth of your holy word and live in unity and godly love. 
  
We pray for your servant Philip our Archbishop, Paul our bishop, and for all other ministers of your 
word and sacraments, that by their life and teaching your glory may be revealed and all nations 
drawn to you. Guide and prosper, we pray, those who strive for the spread of your gospel, and 
enlighten with your Spirit all places of work, learning and healing. 
  
We pray for those who have authority and responsibility among the nations, that, ruling with 
wisdom and justice, they may promote peace and well-being in the world. To this congregation 
and to all your people in their different callings give your heavenly grace, that we may hear your 
holy word with reverent and obedient hearts, and serve you truly all the days of our life. 
   
In your compassion, Father, comfort and heal those who are in trouble, sorrow, need or sickness. 
   
We praise and thank you for all your saints; and for the heroes of the faith in every generation; 
and we remember before you your servants who have died, praying that we may enter with them 
into the fullness of your unending joy. 
    
Grant this, holy Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen. 
  
Jesus said I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and who ever 
believes in me will never be thirsty. John 6.35 
 
Jesus said: A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved 
you. John 13.34 
 
We do not presume to come to your table, merciful Lord,  
trusting in our own righteousness,  
but in your manifold and great mercies.  
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  
But you are the same Lord whose nature is always to have mercy.  
Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ,  
and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him,  
and he in us. Amen.  
 
We are the body of Christ.  
His Spirit is with us.  
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
And also with you. 
 
The Peace 
 
Hymn 310 - Come down, O Love divine, verses 1, 3 & 4 
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The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 
mighty Creator, everliving God. 
We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who by the power of your Spirit was born of Mary 
and lived as one of us. 
By his death on the cross 
and rising to new life, 
he offered the one true sacrifice for sin 
and obtained an eternal deliverance for his people. 
 
Today we give you thanks  
that in fulfilment of your promise 
you pour forth your Spirit upon us, 
filling us with gifts and leading us into all truth. 
You give us power to proclaim your gospel to all nations 
and to serve you as a royal priesthood. 
 
Therefore with angels and archangels, 
and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
(Sung) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Merciful God, we thank you  
for these gifts of your creation,  
this bread and wine,  
and we pray that by your Word and Holy Spirit,  
we who eat and drink them  
may be partakers of Christ's body and blood.  
  
On the night he was betrayed Jesus took bread;  
and when he had given you thanks  
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying,  
'Take, eat. This is my body given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me.'  
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After supper, he took the cup,  
and again giving you thanks  
he gave it to his disciples, saying,  
'Drink from this, all of you.  
This is my blood of the new covenant  
shed for you and for many  
for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.'  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
(Sung) 
Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again.  
 
Therefore we do as our Saviour has commanded:  
proclaiming his offering of himself made once for all upon the cross,  
his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  
and looking for his coming again,  
we celebrate, with this bread and this cup,  
his one perfect and sufficient sacrifice for the sins of the whole world.  
 
Renew us by your Holy Spirit, 
unite us in the body of your Son 
and bring us with all your people into the joy of your eternal kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
with whom, and in whom, 
in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
we worship you, Father, 
in songs of never-ending praise: 
(Sung) 
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
are yours for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial  
and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  
now and for ever. Amen.  
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As this broken bread was once many grains, 
which have been gathered together and made one bread: 
so may your Church be gathered  
from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.  
 
(Sung)  
Agnus Dei  
Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 
The gifts of God for the people of God. 
Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ in remembrance that he died 
for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

Communion 
 
Anthem “If ye love me” by Thomas Tallis (1505-1585)    

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father,  
and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may bide with you for ever,  
e’en the Spirit of truth.    From John 15, 14-17 

 
Giver of life and love, we thank you that in this heavenly banquet you invigorate and renew us. 
Living in the unity of the Spirit, may we boldly use your gifts to continue your work in the world. 
 
Father,  
we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Send us out in the power of your Spirit  
to live and work to your praise and glory.  
 
May the Spirit lead you into all truth, giving you grace to confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, and to 
proclaim the wonderful works of God; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord:  
In the name of Christ. Amen  
 
Postlude - Prelude on “Down Ampney” by Henry G Ley (1887-1962) 


